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from the implausible to the 
u the minds of millions 



Probably no other government docu m ent hat gonerated more controversy than 
the Warren Commission’* report on the assassination ‘of John F. Kennedy, it has 
been attacked as hasty, biased and a whitewash. Bat have its critics mnsmrthsd 
omy evidence to bolster their charges? To answer that question, the Associated 
Pres* made an in-depth study of the case offered by the repert’s detractors. What 
follows is an excerpt from the AP ‘s findings on the basic theory of many critics — 

' that Kennsdy was the victim of a conspiracy. - 

By BERNARD GAVZER and SID MOODY ^ ^ 

AF Nxnfeitiiru Writer* _ ' - 



fpHE WARREN COMMISSION 
1 never said that Lee Harvey 
Oswald, alone, murdered John F. 
Kennedy, period. It actually said: “The 
commission has found no evidence that 
Oswald was involved with aiiy person or' 
group in a conspiracy ... if there is any 
such evidence, it has been beyond the 
reach of all the investigative agencies 
and resources of the United' States and 
has not-come to the attention of the com- 
mission.” _ 

The matter has not rested there. - 

In New Orleans, District Attorney Jim 
Garn|on has claimed to have found what 
toe commission did not: conspiracy., On 
the bookshelves of the nation are volumes 
asserting Oswald was innocent, that he 
was a fall guy, that be was involved with 
Jack Ruby hr Bernard Weissman, or the 
FBI or Communists, or Texas Oil inter- 
ests, or racists. 

A court will decide in New Orleans. 
The other chargee of conspiracy are not 
before a judge and jury. But tbejr are 
before the juiy of public opinion, and will 
be for some time. 

The Warren Commission, -unfortu- 
nately, did not answer all the questions. 



Some are - probably unanswerable: But 
home are net questions at all. They are 
innuendoes that confuse the search for 
truth. - - 

.What other construction can one put, 
for instance, on Mark Lane’s innuendo 
in his book “Rush to Judgment” that 
there might have been a connection be- 
tween Ruby and the right wing in 
Dallas ? ■■ 

Ruby Checked f 

The commission made an hoirr-by- 
hour probe of Ruby’s activities from 
Nov. 21 to Nov. 24, 1963, to determine 
if he was involved in a pioto 

“The commission found that Ruby’s 
activities . and associations were inno- 
cent,” Lane writes, “An objective analy- 
sis of the record might yield a some- 
what differed evaluation.? ’ 

Idme mentions an instance on Nov. 
21, when tiie commission had said- that 
Ruby “visited with a young lady who 
was job hunting in Dallas.” > 

“‘Contrary to the commissipH’s unas- 
suming summation,” says Lane, “Ruby 
did not merfely visit with a young lady 
who was jpb, hinting. a Cuq^ssiqp ex- 



hibit 2270, an FBI report of an inter- 
view with Connie Trammel, the young 
lady in question, divulges the fact that 
Ruby drove with her to the office of 
Lamar Hunt, the son of H. L. Hunt.” 

* Lome tktn leaves Rubyatthe office 
of Lamar Hunt; whoa* rich father . is a 
strong supporter of ultra-rjahi causes. 
Lane’s readv) is left to make What he 
may of this suggested link between Ruby 
and Mi Dttttai right wing . - 

Bn 4 exhibit 2291 gives a different 
story. It is also a statement by Miss 
Trammel,, now Mrs. Penny, to the FBI. 
In it she tells of a talk with Ruby when 
she and' etessmates from the University 
of Texas visited his Dallas strip club. 
Ruby asked if she wanted to work for 
him. She didn’t. But he kept asking, the 
iast time on Nov. 21, 1963. 

In that pbope conversation. Miss 
Trammel said she was seeking a public 
relations job at a bowling alley she bad 
read was owned by , Lamar Hunt. She 
had an appointment to ' see him. Ruby 
offered to drive her to the bank build- 
ing where Hunt had his office, since 
he had business at the bank. She told 
the FBI thpt Ruby had mentioned that 
be knew most of the prominent people 
in Dallas, hut did not know Lamar Hunt. 

Ruby left her on the elevator at the 
ground floor. He never did go up and 
meet Hunt. 

vSr-' e * * 

CUCH HANDLING of commission evi- 
Mdence by the critics happens too often 
to look like mere oversight. 

- Take the alleged meeting in Ruby’s 
Carousel Club Nov. 74, 1963, of Ruby, 
J. D, Tippitt, the officer the commission 



said was shot by Oswald, and Bernard 
Weissman, the young Easterner who had 
helped place an ad critical of Kennedy in 
the Dallas Morning News the day of the 
assassination. ■' 

Weissman bad arrived in Dallas Nov. 
4 to try to set up a new conservative 
party by infiltrating right-wing groups. 
Lane himself had told the commission 
about the meeting. He declined to reveal 
his source , because the source had not 
given him permission. 



Raps Probe 



“But,” he wrote, in His book, “if the 
commission had wanted his name, it need 
only have asked one of its witnesses, 
Thayer Waldo, a reputable journalist. 
Counsel, however, did not ask Waldo 
about the meetings” — i 

But at the end of Waldo’s interroga- 
tion about other matters, counsel did ask 
if he could add any information about 
anything else. Waldo said no. 

The commission did inquire into the 
Carousel meeting with other witnesses. 
One was Larry Crafard, a carnival work- 
er hired to do odd jobs around the club. 
The commission volumes have a state- 
ment by Crafard' to the FBI that he rec- 
ognized a picture, of Weissman as a man 
he had seen at ti»e club “on a number 
of occasions.” • . , , 

Lame does not mention that Crafard 
also told the FBI he had a "very vague 
recollection" of hearing Ruby mention 
the name Wrissman, that he believed 
Weissman was a Dallas detective and 
that he ‘‘could have Mr. Weissman mixed 
up with someone else" or that Crafard 
thought Momma#, was.SS^to is years.. 



old. ( Wvmman wot se m tees ana naa 
been in D.aUat.only 10 ; 

Lane reports t-feafc several witnesses 
■aid Ruby Shew 'Tippitt. One whom lie 
cites, Police lit. George C. Arnett, actu- 
ally told'the FBI that he did not recall 
to what extent Ruby may have known 
police officer J. D. Tippitt. Arnett, in 
other words, did not say .positively if 
Ruby did? hr did not know Tippitt.- 

Lane says Crafard and’ Andrew Arm- 
strong, Ruby’s bartender and handyman, 
both heard Ruby say he knew Tippitt 
when he learned the officer had been 
shot. Lane does not say that Armstrong 
also told the FBI: “Ruby’s sister told me 
it was a different Tippitt that he knew. 
In other words, there was two officers 
that had the-name of Tippitt.” 

Actually, there were three, and Ruby 
knew one, he said, a detective Gayle 
Tippitt in special services. Lane’s book 
has tipi. It m«bJ@oi» that Gayle Tippitt 
6aid^Sw‘'^contadta.An''recent years with 
Ruby have' beep 'infrequent.” 

An Omission 

That is ftohi "committee Exhibit 1620, 
in which Gayle Tippitt also said that in 
the 1950s he “became very -swell ac- 
quainted with Jack Ruby.” mile does 
not quote that.- 

Lane writes , that the commission 
might also have interrogated Harold 
Richard Williams, who told Lane he had 
seen Ruby and an officer he identified 
as J. D. Tippitt in a patrol cat when 
he liras arrested in November, 1963. Lane 
warns readers' to assess Williams’ testi- 
mony with caution, since he was not 
a witness and under oath. He didn’t tell 
his readers that Tippitt was stationed in 
the Oak Cliff section of Dallas, across 
town from Where Williams said he was. 

And two witnesses said that on Nov. 
14, the night of the meeting, Weissman 
was in their home, trying to sell them 
carpeting, until 9:30 Or 10 P. M. 

Weissman was asked by commission 
counsel: “Did you at any time while you 
were in Dallas ever have a meeting with 
or sit in the Carousel Club with Officer 
Tippitt 1 ” 

“No,” he answered. He said he had 
never been in Ruby’s club and didn’t 
know him. ' 

Mrs. Tippitt said she had never heard 
her husband mention being in Ruby's 5 
place. 

The point is not so much whether 
such a meeting -could have taken place, 



the evidence to his Tbsefelfl!.- IwithOs -Mrs. 
Tippitfa nor Weissmau’s dsnusd or k 
of knowledge of the meeting Is presented 
in his book. _ , 

But if such a meeting did take place, 
what was its purpose! Lane dwan’t 
suggest one. Neither does any evidence 
in the report; ’ . i - 

Nor is there evidence in the volumes 
to indicate a conspiracy in, New Orleans. 
The commission and the FBI investigated 
several of the people that have figured 
in Garrison’s^ case. They found no con- 
spiracy. . 

Garrison : hqs- said he has evidence that 
Oswald was working for the Central In- 
telligence Agency. Others have said Os- 
wald was working for the FBI after his 
return from the Soviet Union for a fee 
of ?200 a month. > 



•THAT RUMOR apparently came from a 
* Houston reporter, Alonzo Hudkins. 
Hudkins has since told Charles Roberts of 
Newsweek that he believes J. Edgar 
Hoover’s denials that Oswald was an FBI 
informant. But Edward -Jay Epstein asks, 
in “Inquest,” why didn’t the commission 
on its own interrogate Hudkins and his 
reported source for the story, Dallas 
Deputy Sherrif Allan Sweatt? It is a 
legitimate question. 

But it is also legitimate to ask how 
Epstein can state “No efforts were made 
by the commission or its staff to Investi- 
gate the rumor itself.” That simply isn’t 
true. 

The commission did investigate re- 
ports of money orders Oswald received 
in Dallas. They proved baseless. The 
commission did inquire why FBI Agent 
James Hosty’s name was in Oswald’s ad- 
dress book (Oswald-told his wife to take 
it down after Hosty had visited her at 
Ruth Paine’s, where she was living,) 

The commission did not take at face 
value the denials of the FBI. Epstein did 
not mention the foregoing- facts when he 
said the commission “relied entirely on 
the FBI to disprove the rumor” of Os- 
wald’s FBI connection. .... 

Another conspiracy rumor says 
Ruby entered the Dallas police head- 
quarters to shoot Oswald not on the spur 
of the moment, but by design. In accord 
with some superplot, the assassin had to 
he assassinated. One incontestable fact, 
however, must be considered: 

Oswald’s transfer was made^when po- 
lice were thrpngh questioning him* When 




that was decided. Ruby was driving 
downtown to send a money order.A time 
dock showed the time he handed the 
money order aeross the Western Union 
sounter at 11:17 A.M. Oswald was shot 
at 11:21 A.M. It takes several minutes 
to walk from Western Union to the po- 
lice basement where Oswald was slain. 
' A commuter catching' a train would 
hardly cut it so fine’. Would a maa en- 
gaged iri a superplot do. so? Particularly 
if he kpew in some unexplained way that 
his only chance wOuld come at ll:21? ' 
More conspiracy: Ruby was somehow 
involved in Castroite activity. Lane 
, quotes the testimony of Nancy Perrin 
Rich that in 1962 she and her late 'hus- 
band had met several times in Dallas 
with others including an Army colonel 
whose name she did not recall and some- 



Epstvim 

Their critieiMi of Warren report . 
generated mere heat than tight. 



one named Dave C.—“I think it was Cole, 
but I couldn’t be sure.” 

Mrs. Rich’s husband had asked 526,- 
009 to .take a boat carrying guns into 
Cuba and take refugees out. Negotia- 
tions stalled. 

Mrs. Rich, who had been a bartender 
at the Carousel, said there was a knock 
on the door and that Ruby entered with 
“a bulge in his pocket.” He went into 
another room and returned minus the 
bulge, Mrs. Rich said. She assumed the 
bulge was payoff money, although she 
never saw money changed. 

- Negotiations improved, but Mrs. Rich 
finally “grabbed my old man and cleared 
out” when •She later thought she recog- 
nized a new participant as Vito Geno- 
vese’s son. She based this on his resem- 
blance to a photograph she had seen. 

Commission Counsel Leon Hubert 
then asked Mrs. Rich if Dave C., who she 
said had been a bartender at the Dallas 
University Club, could be one Dave 
Cherry. “That’s it,” she replied. 

I ANE WONDERS why this potential 
“ corroborating witness was not called, 
although “the FBI’s summary of an in- 
terview with Cherry was in the commis- 
sion’s possession.” 

The FBI “summary,” which Lane 
does not quote, might explain. In it, 
Cherry debits knotting, any colonel “who 
was. supposed to have been running guns 
into (!iiba.” He did know Nancy Perrin 
Rich. He said she had been barred from 
the dub dnd he thought she was “men- 
ially deranged.” 

The commission record quotes Dallas 
detective Paul Rayburn who thought 
Mrs. Rich “a psychopathic liar Who got 
great delight out of telling wild tales.” 

And in an interview, attorney Cy Vic- 
torsbn, Who represented Mrs. Rich on a 
vagrancy Charge, said she told stories “so 
ridiculous that rto one could possibly be- 
lieve them.” 

Lane does not ask why Rayburn or 
Victorson were not called He did not 
use their statements, either. 

’Lane * relies for corroboration on 



Robert McKeown, arrested hi 1968 for 
conspiracy to smuggle guns to Castro. 

McKeown told the FBI that in 1969 
a man who identified himself as Ruben- 
stein' (Ruby’s original name) had phoned 
him offering $15,000 to get Castro to 
release three prisoners. Three weeks 
later, McKeown said, a man asked him " 
to write a letter of introduction to 
Castro because he had some Jeeps to sell 
1 Cuba. The deals were not made. 

McKeown told the FBI he felt 
“strongly that this individual was in fact 
Jack Ruby . . ” Kane quotes this, but 
not another part of the statement in 
which McKeown “remarked he is hot 
certain ‘ that the above-described tele- 
phone ealler from Dallas or the man who 
personally appeared ... was identical 
with the Jack Ruby who killed Lee 
Harvey Oswald.” 

Ruby said he once was interested in 
a Jeep deal, but he thought the inter- 
mediary’s name was Davis. His sister, 
Eva Grant, told the FRI she believed her 
brother had an option on eight war 
surplus Jeeps some time around 19fi®. 

.Where does it all tie Ruby into an 
assassination superplot? Do surplus 
Jeeps in 1959, and an unverified meeting 
in 1962 add up to assassination in 1983? 
Lane doesn’t answer .the question: r 



Weird Twist 

■ ~ Another conspiracy ; 0s\vdl2; the 

admitted Marxist who wanted fair play 
for Cuba, was actually in the anti-Castro 
underground. 

The source of this * Sylvia Odio, an 
anti-Castro Cuban, said that on Sept, tt 
or 17, two Cubans or Mexicans called at 
her apartment in Dallas with a. third 
■person introduced as Leon Oswald. She 
said the men t<dd her they had recently 
come from New Orleans and were 
friends of her father, a prisoner of 
Castro. , 

Next day one of the men, who said 
his name was Leopoldo, phoned Mrs. 
Odio and said he wanted to introduce 
Oswald into the Cuban underground. He 
said Oswald had been in the Marines, 
was an excellent shot and felt “the 
Cubans didn’t have any guts ... be- 
cause President Kennedy should have 
been assassinated after the Bay of Pigs 
and some Cubans should have done that.” 

After the assassination, a stunned 
Mrs. Odio recognized pictures of Lee 
Harvey Oswald as the man who came 
to her home. 

The commission maintained that Os- 
wald could not have been in Dallas Sept: 
26 or 27, as he was in Mexico. 

‘ . . . The issue was never resolved,” 
wrote Epstein. *■ 

But records show that Oswald crossed 
into Nuevo. Laredo, Mexico, between 6 
A.M, and 2 P.M. Sept. 26. The commis- 
sion said there was strong evidence that 
Oswald had left Houston on a bus for 
Laredo at 2:35 A.M. that morning. 

» Epstein does not mention a commis- 
sion statement fi;om E. P. Hammett, a 
Houston bus ticket agent, who told the 
FBI that in late September a man 
‘strongly resembling” a photograph of 
Oswald asked him about bus travel to 
Laredo and Mexico City. Epstein does 
not mention that the man eventually 
bought a ticket to . Laredo, the only such 
ticket sold that night to Laredo and 
the only one of its kind sold from Sept. 
24 through Sept. 26. 

It was the commission that presented 
all the evidence about Lamar Hunt and 
Ruby, about Nancy Perrin Rich, about 
Jeeps, about McKeown. The critics did 
not. 

One may interpret what the com- 
mission found, and the critics have, 
abundantly. But although, as of this 
date, there may be doubters, books and 
speculation, the critics have yet to pro- 
duce one essentia! of proof -^-evidenee. 




